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e are still getting a mixture of bouqueta and brickbats from
our readers, @ are pleased to roeccive the former and need the latter
if we are to have a constant stroam of idesas as to how the journal can
be improveds To all our readers, however, we would stress one things
the whole success and character of the lJeak depends upon reports, . -
reoports and more reportse On this point we are pleased with the number
of Young Socialist items we received this issue., Ve hope the Y,S.
comrades will keep this up. Next issue will be a special one, designed
to be sold on the Y.S. lobby of Parliament, and as such will contain a
number of articles on the issues facing young people in general and the
TeS. in particular,

Space considerations compelled us to hold over tho special article
on the long term perspectives of automation in Britain - we shall incl-
ude this in tho next issue., Next issue will have another article by Tom
“engraf arising out of his recent visit to .llgeria, Our correspondent
in Zanzibar hasn't 'come across! yet but we have hopes for some exclus—
ive material soon. Yo do, however, get a flow of Zanews items.
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PAGE 12 More Third world notes.
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FOR THE FORTY-IOUR VEEK, AND AGAINST THE GOVERNIENTY

Tho latost of a soriocs of blatant govornmontal intorvontion

into tho field of industrial rclations has cffoctiveoly cut awoy tho
ground from boncath tho oft-ropoatod argumont that trade unions should
not concorn themselves with political mattors, and that industrial
goals should not to pursued by political moonse This time,the Govern—
mont has launched a 35,000 word document,at tho National Incomes Commy
ission, in the hopo that in some way it can block any further cuts in
working hours,

This Treoasury documont is clearly intended as an encouragement,
ovon as a warning, to the omployors to hold fast, withholding any
substantial offers, On Friday, tho Confedoration of Shipbuilding and
Angincoring Unions meet tho Zmployers! Federation to prosent their long-
standing c¢laim for a 40-hour wock, Since the forty-hour wock has boen
an official TUC demand since 1944, mnd an aim of some of the constituent
unions for a longer period, neither the ZEngineering Imployers nor the
Govornment should be surprised that such a claim is now being prossed.
The stronge thing is not that it is being pressed, but that it was not
conceded o very long time ago.

The argumonts of tho Government are no more sorious than they were
when they were advanced to frustrate tho claims of the Duilders and
Painters in the NIC Report of last April. Dut the Treasury statement is
quite open about the real reasons why the Government is worried:

"If it (tho ongineers' claim) is concoded...the normal chain

reaction through the industries which follow the engineering settle—

ments must be oxpected...In any case, tho general... roporcussions
of B 40-hour wook settlement in ongineering are likely to be even
stronger thon those of a woge settlement.”

Further, the statement bluntly continuess

"Doaring in mind the important agroements to reduce hours already

madeses2nd the solidarity of the trade unions on this question,

tho possibility of its goneral introduction, once it has heen
accopted by engineering, nceds no elaboratione™

That the officials of the Treasury, the Government, and the advisors
who have contributed to this stand, should object to a 40-hour week is
not surprising. The oxporiences of the ruling minority are quite diffor—
ent from those of the working maojority — it is doubtful whether anyone
of the former has ever really worked 20 hours in a week let alone 40.

Labour should reply with two answerss
The first will need to be a solid preparation by the unions to
carry into operation the words of lir, George Darratt, the secretary of

the Confed, s "If the employers turn us down now it will engender a real
fight,"

But the second should be given by Harold ilson for Labour as a
whole. The Party should pledge itsolf to ratify the ILO convention on
the 40-hour week, as soon'as it assumes office. This will ostablish a
loegal 40-hour woock, and will sharply diffentiate Labour from the Tory
Government. If the Tories can usoc a Government department to try to stop
the 40-hour week, why shouldn't Labour reverse the processe.
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CO-0P CALL TO GET OUT OF NATO from Pat Jordan

The preliminary ogonda for the annual conforence of the
Co-operative Party has baoen issued. Rosolution'numbor one, from the
Birminghem and District Co-op Party, whilst asklng.fo? a future Labour
Government to give full support to the U.N., says'lt.lg no longar- :
nocessary to remain a member of N...T.0. and other ml}ltary groupings.
Other rosolutions of intersst on the question of foreign policy ares
number three, opposing the N...T.0. mixod=nan-force, from Parkstone and
Dournemouth; number four, a unilateralist one, from Portsea Islendj
and numbers seoven, oight and nine, all on South Africa. The first two,
from Birmingham ond District and Manchester and Salford, call for the
ending of arms exports to south .Africa and a campaign by the Co—-op
movement to achieve this end.s Number nine, from Nottingham, demands
the cessation of trade letwoen the Co-~op movement and South Africa'nnq
the diversion of this trado to countries "oprlying Co-operative princi-
lpes.™ The latter point has \lgeria in mind - there originally being
a separate rosolution calling for trade with 'lgeria but the two
resolutions were amalgomatod in committoc,

This is the preliminary agenda and a final agenda will appear in
which most of the rosolutions will have bsen compositeds It is to be
hoped that this year the movers will rosist any attempt to !'composite!
out the two most radical demands, viz., withdrawal from N,.i.T.0. ond
unilataralism, e R s

LIOTHER LEGAL ELOY TO UNIONS from a legal correspondent

Coming hard on the heels of the Rookes ve Darnord judgmont (see
Wock number five), the ruling by Mr. Justice Marshell in Queen's Jench
Division on February 3rd that the "atormen!s union acted illegally in
instructing its members to handle barges belonging to J,T, Stratford
gilves couse for concoern, The Judge gronted an interim order that the
the union officaels must not cause furthor substantial damage to the
company's business and goodwill by continuing to imploment the instru—
ctions, He refused an application to suspend the order pending an
appeals J.T. Stratford and Son is pursuing a c¢laim for damages against
union officals and tho court's orders are in force until tho hoaring
of this claim or a further court order,

The significance of this particular judgment is that, unliko the
Rookes v. Barnaord case, the employer was directly concerned in a dispute
with thoe union. The exporience of Stratford!s will ancourage other
employers to go to the law courts when faced with a domand for union
rocognition, The judge said that the Tatermen' s union officials were
not protected by the 1906 Trades Dispute .lct ond that they had acted
"unlawfully." Thus not only is a union prevontod from carrying out
activities which have boen considerod perfectly normal and legal for
Soveral decades, but if the Judgment!s logic is reponted the union will
have huge costs awarded against it,

The dispute arises out of tho fact thot Dowker and King a subside
iary of the firm refuses to negotiate with the union., The firm used
the fact that Dowker and King is a-separate ontity to claim that thare
was no dispute betwoon Stratford's -nd the union.- despits the fact that
JoTe Stratford is chairmon of both companiss,



113,000 UNEMPLOYED GET NOTHING

Figures in the Jonuary issue of the ilinistry of Labour Gazcotte
reveal that 113,000 of the 474,000 registercd unemployed on the 1llth
of November last year received no payment. A further 207,000 roceived
unemployment pay only, whilst 108,000 recoived national assistance but
no unemployment pay. Of the 113,000 receiving nothing 55,000 were men,
14,000 single women, 25,000 married women, ond 18,000 boys and girls
under 18. The last catogories suffered most,nearly 44% of married women
rogistered receiving nothing, and more than 5@% of boys and girls under
18 likewise. These figuros.strendhon the opinion that a large propoxrt—~
ion of these two catogorie% unemployed do not register as unemployed
because they see no point in it if they get no money.

VOICE - FRERUARY ISSUE APPEARS by our T.U. correspondent

The February issue of Voice of tho Unions is now on sale. A 12
page issue, it is centred nround & brondsheot on defonce, which argues
the case for disengagement, for domilitarisation of Germany, and with~-
drawal from imperialist commitments., "J7e have no business east of Suez
except in peaceful trade" says the main stotement, by R. & P. Tletcher.
The issue also contains a controversy on conseription, in which Darbara
Castle and Bill Vester take part.

On industrial matters there are articles on the Youth Unemployment
lobby by Bric Heffer, on Holidays by ’3ddie Hough, on 'ages and Profits
by Alan Rooney, and on decasuslisation in the docks by a Salford derckeor.
"Jnitas" carries on the discussion on Workers! control, and a number of
Voice study groups arc announced, including onc on planning, at which
JoHR Nughes and Stephon Swingler will speak on 22nd-23rd February. It
will be held at the llostyn Hotel, Portman Ste, London w7.1l., Dulk supplies
of Voice are available at 4/6 per dozen from 5T, Crystal Palace Park Rday
London S,BE, 26

NORTH-WEST CND MEETS from Alan ltooney (Mlenchester)

North-Test Rogion CND held its 4G on February lst. There was a
very good turn out - 170 -~ and £31 was collected. Peggy Duff said that
CND was going through a rather difficult peoriocd after the rolaxation aof
international tonsion. ©She made it clear that CND was not going to make
a pact with the L.P. during election yocars. CND and the L.P. had funda~
mentally different viecws on NATO., She warned the Labour loft that if
they kept quiet on defence jssues now thoy would be voiceless in a Labour
Govormnment. She saw CND as a rovolutionary movement, challenging basic
ideas on defence, CND's General Blection plans were announcedas
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ST. PANCRAS OPPOSHES CALL~UP from John Strauther

Ste Pancras North Young Socialists have sont the following
raosolution to the annual conferences

"This conference declares its uncompromising opposition to the
rointroduction of conscription in any form Ly 2ny govermment, and calls
for a sustained campaign of rosistance to its reintroduction.™

They also wrote to tho National Youth Officer in those tergss
"Worth St. Pancras Young Socialists protost vchemently against
the threateoned expulsion for his political views of John liobertson,
National Chairman of tho Young Socialists, Only the Young Socialists!
national conference, by whom he was elected, are ontitled to his recall.™

CXFORD OPPOSES ITCH-HUNT from Chris irthur (Oxford)

Oxford University Labour Club passed by a large majority a resolu-—
tion protosting about the reported recommendation for oxpulsion of John
Robertson, Chairmon of the Young Socinlists. Then somsone said we
should wait until the official announcoment, the mover pointed out that
by acting quickly we might help to forostall possible action by the
Yhatchet men', If it is true that the right wing are proparad to indulge
in such splitting activities evon in®Blection year then all sections of
tho movement will havoe to prepare for an attack on the Y.5. and on demo~-
cratic rights in the Labour Party generally, after the leador moves to
numbor 10, e must meke sure that under a Labour Government discussion
in tho party is intensified and Ifinisters called to account to the party
for their actionms,

MORE SUPPORT FOR UNWMPLOYMENT RALLY Iy Tony lorris (Wottingham)

Another ATU branch in Nottingham has sent in a £1 towards tho
cost of the bus taking participants to the Y.S. lobby of Parliament.
Young Socialists from sovoral branches including South, Central, est
and North Nottingham aro taking time off work to come. The bus leaves
Friar Lane, off the 014 l'arket Square, Nottinghem at 8,00 sharp on the
morning of the rally (February 11th),

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMINT Dased on Labour Party publication

Thg average number of unemployed workers under 18 have been supplied
by the !Ministry of Labour are quoted belows

1920 15,796 1951 13,613 1952 24,492 1953 18,500 1954 16,571
1925 13,548 1956 13,185 1957 16,293 1958 26,854 1959 30,694
1960 22,052 1961 19,322 1962 34,138 1963 50,102

The increase has been only partly due to the increased number of
school leavers, At the end of 1963 there was & sharp fall - in December
tho total was down to 26,7183 this low figure is partly because Xmas is
no longer school-leaving term. The numbers would be much hig.er if:

(a) They included all under 25 or oven all under 21; (b) some school
leavers had not roturned to school because of tho job situation (this has
happened in many northern towns); (c) all those out were included., Most
school leavers registor with the Youtﬁjﬁﬁployment Officer, but as thoy
cannot receive unemploymont benofit, not all under eighteons ragister,
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CONTRACTORS KNOCK DIRECT LABOUR

from an industrial corrcspondent

The Notional Fedoration of Duilding Trados IZmployers, in its
annual reoport issued on January 30th, urgoed that the use of direct
lobour by public authorities and othor bodies for construction work
should bo discouraged 'in the national interest.' It says: "The output
figures for building work carried on by dirsct labour arc not so good.
Nearly 400,000 meny, oppTroX. %4 of tho industry's total labour force, are
now directly omployed by local ~uthoritiss and other public bodies and
privatec organisations, and the number is gtill rising..." Claiming
that the usc of direct labour was an uncconomic mcthod of employing the
building industry's work force, the reports goos ons man-power being
one of the limiting factors in the expension of the industry, it would
scom to be dezirable in the national interest that tho use of direct
labour be discouracgod.™ To back its arguments, the Fadoration produces
figures of output per man in the first 6 months of last year, comparing
those of contractors with those of direct labour.

These figures show for contractors an output per man as new
housing (£1,155), othor new work (£1,258), ropair and maintenance
(£813) and 211 work (1,100). The respective figures for diroct labour
are £768, £896, £584 and £626, As imprec:ive as these figures would
scem to be, one wonders why, if direat lnbour is  so inefficient,its
use is incroasing? Furthormore, one can always 'cmell a rat! when a
soction of tho employers start talking about the tnational intorestél!
Just now with 2o rapid oxpansion in construction the private cmployers
are engaged in compotition with local authorities, etc.,for labour and
contractsj hence these kinds of srgumentss The report is also intor—

sting when it speaks of growth of productivity per person employed.
It says the latter has outstripped practically every othor major indus—
try, and that in tho third quartor of 1963, gross output per man Was
24% highor than in 1958.

SIITP ONBRB ¥WILL FIGITY

In a special article, written by the labour staff of the Tinancial
Times, and appearing in its January 31st issuo, we reoads

w,,,It is no secrct that owners will oppose shop stoworis on
ships with cverything in their power, Such 2 battle would have none
of the crickot-field politeness of the prosont disputee.."

FALKIRK FACTORY TO CLOSE: Falkirk's already bad unomployment position
(2,315 rogistered unemployed in December

or 3.8%) will be considerably worscned by the closure of R. & L. Main's
(Glover & liain Group) factory. The firm,which nanufactures domegtic
appliances, employs 650 workers in Palkirk, Production is to be trans—
forrod to the company's works at Bdmonton in the interests of 'efficiency'.
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ANMTERICA'S 35 MILLION POOR by Pat Jordan

The annual report of the President's Council of XEconomic Advisors,
which was recently issued in ™ashington, gives many facts and figures
about America's poor. The report considercd that people were poor if
their income was less than §3,000 a year for a family or under $1,500
for a person living alone., (See footnote). On this reckoning there
were 9,3 million poor families, containing over 30 million people, and
5 million other poor persons in the United States, This amounts to
35 million poor out of a total population of 185 million.

The proportion of poor pcople has groatly declinedsince pre-war
days = moro than half the population would have been characterisced as
poor when Rousevelt became President. Ilowever, most of this change
took place between 1939 and 1953 = largely as a rosult of war (the 2nd
Torld War and the Korcan ar), The rate at which the proportion of
poor has declined has slowed down since then. The roport estimated
that if the rate of improvement recorded in recoent years continues
unchanged there will still be 13% of .merican families below poverty
line by 1980. Iloreover, it is by no means certain that even this modest
rate of improvement will continue.

A large proportion of the poor are Negroes and other victims of
racial discrimination and any improvement in thoir lot is dependent on
the civil rights struggle. Others,liks those affected by local indust=
rial decay, ©.g8.y Kontucky miners, nood Foderal action to improve their
position, The old form & big group and unless therc is a vigorous
social security programme enacted they will remain poor. Over two-—
thirds of the femilies headed by a woman are poor, usually because the
female bread-winner is obliged to take a grossly underpaid job., Lastly,
there come tho long-term unemployed and there is no sign that U,S.
capitelism is anywhere near bringing down thoir number,

This is the background to Johnson's !'declaration of war on poverty!
His recently presented budget doeos, indeed, contain an allocation for
$500 million to 'attack poverty!, other departmental increases would
bring this to a total of $1.2 billion, However, it is not intonded to
spend more than half this in the 12 months starting next July, and
oven then it works out at less than $35 per head of the poor — so much
for Johnson's attack on poverty}

Footnotes The BDurcau of Labor Statistics and the Conference on Jiconomic
Progress both regard higher figures - §$4,000 for a fomily
and 2,000 for single peoplse = as barcly adequate, According
to this reckoning more than a quarter of the American roople
are poor,

LARGEST TVIR MILITARY EXFRCISE IIING HELD IN ALASKA

liore than 10,000 U.S. soldiers and airmen and & company of Canadian
infantry started on January 30thy a . 12-day exercise, designated
polar siege" designed to test army and airforce cold weather tactics.
about 4,000 of the troops and much of thoir air support is being flown
to Alaska from other states and from Canada.
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FANTASTIC SLAUGHTER OF PIGS ON SOVIRT FARMS

The official report of the Russian central statistical office
for 1963 gives details of the number of livestock on Soviet farms., It
states that because of the shortage of fodder (due to the bad weather)
an unusual number of animals were slaughtered towards the =nd of the
year, Just how unusual is chown by the figures given:

January 1. numbers of animals in millions Cows Pigs Sheep & Goats
1962 36.3 667 140.5
1963 379 69.9 146, 3
1964 3042 . AOLT 139.2

"hilst ths number of cows odgod up slightly, tho number of pigs
declined by nearly 30 million or 40%, lMost of the decline took
place on the state and colloctive farms, These had 53,8 million pigs
at the beginning of 1963 and this was down to 27.6 million by January
lst this year., This will undoubtsdly lcad to difficulties later in the
year., That this kind of thing should take place alongside the tremandous
tachnic advances of the Joviet Union in other ficlds is romarkable., It
can only oxplained in terms of the gross under—capitalisation of Soviet
agriculture over a period of decades,

NOIZWIINY'' S NEW PROJECT

iFrnest Neizvestny, the Soviet scupltor whose work was soverely
criticised during last year, was rocently interviewed by a Tass corresp—
ondents The 38-ysar—old sculptor receivod tho correspondent in his studio
in which the most prominent objoct was a 10-foot photograph of a project
for a monument tentatively called "Thought Square." In the centre of the
composition will be a vory large head of a thinker, which the sculptor
has alread cast in plaster of paris, "The happiness of cognition of the
world and its transformation in the interosts of the people on Barth is :
the keynote of my new work," the sculptor said,

He explained that his composition was designed for a large square
end would be farmed with many-figurc bas-reliefs, as if illustrating the
triumph of rcason. "It is to be a work in which the theme of labour, of
perfecting man, must be conveyed with the greatost forco..." He ended
the interview by saying of thas party's criticism of him, "I admit I got
carried awaY...by a narrow profoszionalism, That probably led me to
experiment for the sake of exporimentees."

PRO-CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTIES HSTLILISHED IN PERU AND CEYLON

Tho New China News Ageoncy has carrioed roports recontly of meetings
in which the leaderchips of the Peruvian and Ceylonese C.Ps are said to
havo been expelled and repl .ced by pro-Chinese tendencies. In Peru, the
fourth national conference of the C.P., held January 18/19, 'expolled! the
gemeral secrotary and other memborz of the C.C. The report claimed that
hong rence was convened by a majority of the old C,C., and attended by 13
out 17 regional committee representatives, A similar developmant was
reported in Ceylon (a fuller roport of this will appear in tho next issue
of the Woek). In both cases, ths positions taken wore unmistokably pro-
Chinese, including favourable roferonces to Stalin, It must also be noted
that the pro-Khrushchovites claimed to have oxpelled tho 'dogmatists.!




ITALIAN NEW LEFT ORGANISES from our Milan correspondent

Tho formation of the Italian Socialist Parir of Proldtarian
Unity has opened a new phase in the class struggle in Italy. The :
centre-left regime, which was carefully prepared beforehand bqr Nenni,
as well as by Saragat and the Christian Democrats, is now rapidly
consolidating into an increasingly firm political grouping, and the
decision of the left of the PSI to breazk away from the right must be
valued as a positive action., By January 25th, 34 members (ou? of 101)
of the Central Committee of the PSI, 1,118 members of provincial commit-
tees (out of 3,461) and the majority of the PSI trade union cadres
had joined the PSIUP: this last fact is of major importance as the
essence of the centre-left experiment was to capture and contrel the
working class precisely by enrolling the PSI in tho Govermment (the
PSI still being united with the Italian C.P. at trade union level in
the CGIL)e This distinct refusal on the part of the working class to
fall for Nenni's dcmagogy about the workers getting into the control
room of power by ontoring the (bourgeois) Govermment is a solid cause
for continued optimism concerning the militancy of the Italian workers.

STRIKE TAVE IN ITALY

On January 31st, 450,000 Italian textile workers started a
48-hour nationwide strike for the renewal of collective agreements on
the basis of a programme of shorter hours, lower labour intensity and
highor wagese This is the fourth wational strike they have held since
tho beginning of Docomber, In addition thore have been a series of
local work stoppages. The prosont strike is tho beginning of a 3-weck
intonsified campaign which will include more local stoppages. The sameo
day, women workers at thoe Italocablo Radio and Telegraph Company came
out on strike, Another 48-hour national strike has started - this
one being called by omployces of tho Italian Red Cross in support of a
claim for better living condifions. On February 5th, 1,750,000 sivil
servants are due to hold a 24 £trike, They are demanding higher wages
and revision of salary scales.

HOLLAND GOBS !'SELTYN LLOYD!

In face of inflationary pressures and growing difficulties with
the trade balance, the Dutch Government ennounced on February 2nd a
series of 'disinflationary' measures, These include an oxtension of the
5% cut in Govornment expenditure, cutting back of various tax allowances
for businessmen, credit restrictions, the abolition of R.P.il., and the
right to make price coilings for individual companies,
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ZANZIBLR GOVIRNMIENT TAKES OVIR LUXURY CLUB

The new Zanzibar Government took over the !Sir Tayabali Karimjee
Club! on January 28th and havs ronamed it tho Poople's Club, The
Swehili language Govornment paper, Kwoupe (dawn), said in a commentary
that tho take—ovor would cnable all Zenzibar people to enjoy the
amenititees of the clubs In tho past, it was only for the recrasation
of ths rich, Torkers, poasants, other poor people and even educated
youth, could not becom: membors, The club, with luxurious indoor and
outdoor facilities, was opened in 1959, sponsored by Tayabali Karimjee,
a big copitalist in Bast Africa.

ZANZID\R ESTATLISHES RELATIONS WITH BAST GERMANY

An official announcement issued on January 28th by the People!s
Republic of Zanzibar Government stated it had decided to recognise
the German Democratic Republic (thst Germany)e. This move is significant
in view of the fact that hardly any countries outside the Soviot bloe
have 'rocogmised! .last Germany because of U.S. and West Gormoan pressurs.

LSTATES SEIZED IN INDONISIA

The Indonesian Government—controlled Anatara news agoncy roportad
on Janaury 30th that nearly 7,500 acres of broign rubber and coffeoe
estates in Hast Java have been seized by thoe local authorities because
of cconomic offonces by their owmers, The foreign ownors hady; according
to tho Bast Java Attorney—General conducted trading with Indomesian
citizons without asuthorisation from the Forecign fxchange Institute.

CHILEAN COPPIR MINIRS STRIKE FOR 100% WAGE INCREASE

Comtel roports that 3,500 Chilean copper miners in the Potre—
rillos and &1 Salvador mines went on strike on February lst in support
of a 100% wage rise —thoy had been offered 30%. The two mines are
owned by tho giant North ‘merican Anaconda Corporation. The size of
the claim is dotermined by the huge increase in the cost of living in
Chile in rocent ycaors.

ZANZIBAR YOUTH LBADER IN CHINAs : Adam Shafi, momber of the Central
Committoo of the Umma Youth and vice

chairman of the National Union of Zanzibar and Pomba Students, arrived

in Peking on Jamuary 3lst as the official guest of Chinese youth groups.
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TRADE UNIONS VERSUS LAND-SHARKS by Tom engraf (Algiors correspandent)

The Algerian Trade Union journal Revolution and Labour (23 Jamuary
1964) exposes the struggle for hegemony that contimues in .lgeria todays
"In our issue of Soptember 5, 1963, an article failed to please
the plunderers of vacant lands, the sabotours of self-management. The
articlo, entitled "Tho class-struggle at Dou Smail around self-manage—
mont", described the struggle by the agricultural workers against a
gong of land-thieves, Our journal has helped to ummask those who
attempt to swindle the people and has contributed towards their defeat.
One should have been able to think that the rcsistance of the thieves
would have endod there, but they found a powerful 2lly - the Law,

One ¢f the land-sharks, BDoudjali, of whom we wrote that he owns
a transport firm and a cafe and that he has not even the right to enter
a8 a workor into a self-managemont farm, has not hesitatod to attack us
legally. The judge at Kolea awarded the case in his favour., At the
hoaring, Boudjali formally admitted that he had cppropriated vacant
lands and that he had at tho same time coxercised his activity as bourg-
cois employer, Ho attacked us in the following fashion: our
denunciation of him as pluralist and land-shark, however truc, was
morally defamatory, This wns exactly tho case, our intention being to
show him up as an encmy of the people and cos an enemy of self-
monogement.s The extraordinary feature of the case is that the Judgo
of Kolea decided in his favour,

The Judge decided that the robber who had been denounced had the
right to damages -from the militants who had accomplished their duty of
rovolutionary vigilance., For the Judge, revolutionary vigilance is an
offence for which militants are tried and for which they pay fines!

The other astcnishing aspect is that the sentence to pay 200,000 Algerian
frencs (over £150) was aworded against Brother Amar Kharroubi, secretary
of the local branch of UGTA at Dou Smail who gave us the information.
Epvolution and Work wos neither sued nor even called to the hearing.

It is easior to make a cowardly attack upon a militent than to
moke one on a national organisation. Dut in this way one attacks the
UCT4 ond self-monagement that it dofends, That is the profound sense
of the decision taoken by tho court., One must admit that from the point
of view of Fronch bourgsois law, the judge's decision was perfoectly
correct,

The problom, therefore, is to know by what criteria our courts
will mcke their judgement. Will they defend the "honour™ of bourgeois
thieves or will they defend the decrees of lMarch and those who apply
thom?"

The official journal of the FLN, in reprinting this, also not
only announced its total support for the stand of Revolution and ork
but also demanded that the decision should not be simply annulled but
that an official enquiry be made into the facts presented by the UGTA
paper so that the thioves of national proporty and the enemies of the
people and self-management should be punished properly. Doth the diff-
iculties that confront the regime and its clear orientation towards
them are revealed in this small nows item,
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CRIPPLES HARRIED BY GERMAN RED=-DBAITVERS  from 2 correspondent

A man and his wife reduced to physical wrecks by the Nazis have
been put on trial in West Germany for activities "endangoering the state.™
Under Hitler they both spent years in concentration camps for opposing
the Nazis., 'When rescued by the Society of Friends in 1938 and brought
to Gngland, Herr Fladung was crippled, almost blind and partly deaf,

Herr Fladung (65) and his wife Klara (61) aro charged together with
Greta Hoffman (56) with "odvancing the unconstitutional activities of
the illegal Communist Party through publishing and other orgmmising

It has been left to friends in Dritain, Dame Syhil Thorndike and
Sir Lewis Casson to protest on their behalf., 'then the trial opened,
Herr Fladung was declared physically unfit to stand. His wife had a
heart attack aftoer her first appearance in court and a doctor's report
is awaited. Getting little publicity in Germany, this persecution
shows that capitalism has not changed its nature even ot the moment
vhen the bourgeocisie is trying to purge itsclf of guilt at the Frankfurt
mass trial, Afraid to let people publish their opinions, German capit-
alism descends to this petty and sordid persecution of o couple in the
last years or months of their lives.

SOVIET DEALS WITH FR.NCO?

Moscow and Madrid exchanged now year greetings this year. The
final barrier to ths restoration of relations is helioved to be a 6@
ton hoard of gold, worth £200 1fillion, shipped to Nussia by the Republ-
icans, Fronco insists on its return, The Russians say that it was
spent on arms for tho Ropublic, The Daily 1lail reports that it is
possible that the Russians will zcknowledge the debt and settle it in
crude oil, If the Soviet leaders do go through with this support of
Franco's shaky economy it will be another example, following hard on
the invitation to the fascist so—called trade unions, of their subordi-
notion of the Spanish revolutionary forces to the convenience of their
diplomatic manoeuvring. JInguiries to the Sovist Embaszy might help
establish an atmosphere from which Soviet opponents of such deals could
draw encouragement, It could do no harm if trade union branches and
constituency labour parties, to say nothing of Communist Party branches,
were to write in for informations
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THE VIBTNAM COUP

according to news agency reports General Nguyen Khanh, the new
military boss of South Vietnam, told reporters at his first press
confersnce that General Paul Harkins, chief of United States military
"assistance" in Vietnam is "our bost friend. I cannot say he's my boss
just now, but we have full confidence in him,*" (Reuter) According to
the New York Times international Service: ""hen lr. Diem sent the army
to quash the dissisont religious sects, General Khanh worked closely
with General Duong Van 1linh whose place he took as head of state...:
Gonord Khanh was part of the coup last November that overthrow President
Diem, but threc yoears earlier he defended lr, Diem against an attempted
rebellion of paratroopers."

This recent coup has apparently halted a much-heralded Government
offensive into the arecas controlled by the National Liberation Front
(the so-called Vistcong)e. According to Time magnzine Jan. 31: "One of
it¥s (the National Liberation Front) most important but less well known
functions is to administer the one-third of South Vietnamese territory
controlled by the RedSe.....The Front!s 'capital! is beliaved to be the
Vietcong' s military GelleQesy which is situnted deep in the jungle 75
miles north-west of Saigon, conveniently close to the Cambodian frontier,
and protected by a maze of fortifications plus 1,000 elite troops. From
there a disciplined apparatus extonds through provincial and district
levels, down to the smallest village....An estimated 4,000 propaganda
(education: ditor) squads follow Red guerilla units into the villages,

"The Front oven publishes 30 crude newspapers., Icldly the Front's
yellow-starred flag now flies over dozens of villages. The guerillas
levy taxes; circulate their own currency, even operate 2 primitive
postal system,,,For weeks, Radio Liberation has been triumphantly boas—
ting that tho organisation held its "Sacond National Congress" early in
January in a secret "liberatol area." The 150 delegates were said to
have demonstrated "a mood of patriotism as mighty as the Mckong River.®

PROFESSIONAL ATMY OR PROPLESS ARMY IN TANGANYTIKA

The recent events in Tanganyika have greatly strengthened the
position of Oscar Kambona, the Foreign and Defence Ministor, who is
widely regarded as tho most important representative of the left,
Firstly, while Prime I!linister Nyrere panicked during the mutiny and
fled to a boat in Dar harbour, Kambona rapidly restored the civilian
authority. Secondly, Kambona is knowm to have been warning Nyrere for
somo time of the dangers both of slow Africanisation and of the exist—
ence of a professional, Dritish trained army. Following the mutiny,
the remnants of the professional o y erc bsing dismissed and it is
reported that a new militia is to created based on the youth wing of
the party - TANU (Tangenyika African National Union)

U,S. UPSETS COSTA RICA AND COLUMBIA: The bresidents of Costa Lica and

Columbia have both denounced the
TS, for manipulaing coffee prices upon which the economies of the two
countries are dependente. Prosident Orlich of Costa Rica, on Jan 29th,
stated that the price of $50 a cwt., was unsatisfactory and that the
U.Se's price policy has ¥caused a big politieal problem, "
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